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ST PATRICK’S DAY 
Statement 

HON ALANNA CLOHESY (East Metropolitan — Parliamentary Secretary) [6.30 pm]: As members would 
know, last Saturday was St Patrick’s Day and there were great festivities throughout Western Australia, 
particularly in Perth. It was a weekend that seemed jam-packed with events. To kick it off, on Friday night I had 
the honour of attending the St Patrick’s Day reception hosted by Ireland’s Honorary Consul in Western Australia, 
Mr Marty Kavanagh, and his partner, Richard Matias. It was a really lovely evening with the former Rose of Tralee 
Nyomi Horgan as the master of ceremonies, and Fiona Rea, Jon Edwards and Val Cutter providing some great 
music. On Saturday, I joined the large Irish diaspora of Perth at the St Patrick’s Day parade and family fun day in 
Leederville. The theme of this year’s festival parade was “Future” and was the final theme in the three-year concept 
of the past, present and future. The parade featured local businesses, sporting clubs, marching bands, Irish dance 
clubs, community groups and one brave little tractor. This year’s grand marshal was Joan Ross, the immediate past 
president of the Claddagh Association, in recognition of Joan’s huge contribution to the Irish community here in 
Western Australia. A few other notable identities in the parade included Minister Alannah MacTiernan; 
Minister Stephen Dawson; the member for Perth, John Carey; and the Mayor of Vincent, Emma Cole. It was 
a fantastic parade and I have been told that it has now become the biggest St Patrick’s Day celebration in the 
southern hemisphere. I would like to get some figures on that but it certainly seems like a pretty good claim and 
I am going to stick to it! 

I would like to thank St Patrick’s Festival WA and the sponsors of the festival including the City of Vincent. In 
particular, I would like to thank all the volunteers who participated in setting up and supporting this fantastic event 
at Leederville not only on the day, but also over the months and weeks of planning that took place. Without those 
volunteers, the festivities and the parade would not have been the success that they were. 

I was also pleased to join Ireland’s Honorary Consul, Mr Marty Kavanagh, and Minister Stephen Dawson in 
meeting Minister Jim Daly, TD, Ireland’s Minister of State at the Department of Health with special responsibility 
for Mental Health and Older People. It was a really productive meeting and we had much to talk about, with both 
countries having similar issues for people with mental illness. I was very pleased to hear that just before he arrived 
in Australia the minister had opened a new recovery college. Minister Daly’s itinerary during his stay in Perth also 
focused on trade, jobs, intergovernmental consultation and community. Australia still imports much more than it 
exports to Ireland, but that does not include the fabulous people. In 2016–17, our imports from Ireland were valued 
at $2.3 billion but our exports were only valued at $101 million. Members can see that we have a little more work 
to do on our trade with Ireland. 

I would also like to recognise the Irish Famine Memorial, which was officially unveiled by the Irish President, 
Michael D. Higgins, during his tour of Australia in October last year. It is Western Australian’s first Irish Famine 
Memorial and highlights the impact Irish migration has had on countries throughout the world. There are also 
memorials in Melbourne, Sydney, Dublin and New York. The Western Australian Irish famine commemoration 
committee was the driving force behind the construction of the memorial. The 2018 annual Brendan Award was 
presented to Peter McKenna. The Brendan Award was inaugurated in 1997 by the Australian–Irish Heritage 
Association to honour those who have given outstanding service to the Irish community in Australia and especially 
Western Australia. Peter McKenna was the project manager for the development of the Irish Famine Memorial. 
Peter is a founding and current member of the Claddagh Association. He has served on the committees of the 
Irish Club of WA and the Irish Golf Club of Western Australia, and was a founding member of St Finbarr’s Gaelic 
Football Club. While we are talking about the Claddagh Association and the Australian–Irish Heritage Association, 
I would like to thank and acknowledge the work of Denis Bratton, the outgoing president of the Australia–Irish 
Heritage Association. Mr Bratton ably led the association for many years and I recognise his great contribution to 
the community. I would like to congratulate all those involved in the St Patrick’s Day festival for making sure that 
last weekend and last week’s St Patrick’s Day events were such a success. 
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